A nurse's right to refuse a patient care assignment.
Ethics is a set of moral principles or values--a guiding philosophy for behavior. Ethical dilemmas in the health care setting occur daily. Perioperative nurse managers need to consider basic ethical principles when resolving these dilemmas, and they must keep in mind that solutions need to serve the best interests of all people involved in given situations. This article discusses criteria by which a nurse can refuse a patient care assignment and those by which a nurse manager can require that a nurse perform a patient care assignment.